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Case Review

May 1, 2023

RE:
Tyrone Williams

As you know, I previously performed a Case Review on this matter on 11/10/22 and again on 02/10/23. In the first review, I calculated an impairment rating relative to the shoulder. In the second report, I calculated an impairment rating relative to the elbow. I have now been asked to explain the difference between the ratings I gave at the elbow with that given by Dr. Sowa.
As noted in my first report, Dr. Sowa generated an impairment rating using the 5th Edition of the AMA Guides. This will be INSERTED from the last paragraph of page 4 although I do have to check. It would be surprising if based upon a decrease in pinch grasp he would have had a 10% permanent partial impairment rating to the right upper extremity. This does seem excessive, but he also gave 7% impairment for ulnar-sided sensory loss. He then combined the 7% to 10% to yield 16% permanent partial impairment of the patient’s right upper extremity.

I used the AMA Guides 6th Edition to calculate the impairment rating at the elbow with respect to the subject event of 08/05/19. This is explained in detail in my 02/10/23 report. I still stand by that calculation.
FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS: One of the clear differences between my rating and that of Dr. Sowa’s is the fact that he used the 5th Edition and I used the 6th Edition. The 6th Edition is the most recent and appropriate to use under the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act. Additionally, Dr. Sowa was the treating physician. The AMA Guides advise to avoid having the treating physician also do the impairment rating, but this was not the case. In any event, I did use the physical exam findings from Dr. Sowa as well as his description of the EMG in my calculation. I derived a 4% upper extremity impairment rating.

I do not have any other discernible explanation for the large difference in impairment ratings. I will look at the 5th Edition methodology again to see if it was applied appropriately by Dr. Sowa.
